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Name of 
Section or 

Activity 

Loki Explorer Scout Unit Date of  
risk 

assessment 

17/9/2020 Name of who 
undertook this risk 

assessment 

AW COVID-19 
readiness level 

transition 

Red to Amber 

 
Hazard Identified? / 

Risks from it? 
Who is at 

risk? 
How are the risks already controlled? 

What extra controls are needed? 
What has changed that needs to be thought 

about and controlled? 

Hazard – something that may cause 
harm or damage. 
Risk – the chance of it happening. 

Young people, 
Leaders,  
Visitors? 

Controls – Ways of making the activity safer by removing or reducing the risk from it.   
For example - you might use a different piece of equipment or you might change the way 
the activity is carried out. 

Keep checking throughout the activity in case you need to 
change it…or even stop it! This is a great place to add 
comments which will be used as part of the review. 

Consideration of the hazards and risks involved in moving from Red to Amber.  
This is for outdoor activities only, in line with national guidance from scouts.org.uk. All outdoor activities will take place in the vicinity of Kirkby Stephen, Winton and 
the surrounding areas.  
All adult volunteers not being aware 
of the ‘Getting back together safely’ 
guidance or risk assessments. 

All adult 
volunteers 

Ensure that all adult volunteers have been told where to access the relevant information 
and have been sent copies of the risk assessments. Ensure that confirmation is gained that 
all adults have read this information, prior to any activity or session taking place.  

 

Parents/carers and young people 
not being clear about how the return 
to scouting will be implemented. 

All parents and 
young people 

Information sheet is sent out to all families. This will include: what to expect when we re-
start face-to-face meetings at the amber stage; details about drop-offs and pick-ups 
(dependent on activity and venue); details about attendance and group size for that 
particular activity; expectations of the young people’s behaviour; details of what to bring 
for each activity, such as clothing or item of equipment; the importance of social 
distancing; and, what action to take if the volunteers or young people develop symptoms 
of COVID19 after having attended a scout event. Explicit consent will be required from 
parents for their young people to return to scouting. 
 
Appropriate adjustments to be made for any volunteers, young people or parents that are 
shielding, so that all can be engaged and included in a safe way. If the parent/carer needs 
to attend the session or activity, the required adult to explorer ratios must still be 
maintained at all times. The parent/carer will be be briefed about social distancing and the 
safety requirements needed for that specific session or activity. Ongoing contact will take 
place with the relevant Scout’s parent/carer to review any changing needs.  

 

Any participant who is feeling ill or 
has developed symptoms of 
COVID19 that arrives to join the 
activity – risk of transmission of 
COVID19. 

All participants No-one who is feeling ill or may be showing symptoms of COVID19 may participate.   

Maintaining social distance at drop 
off and pick up: higher risk of 
infection spread if social distancing 
not maintained. 

Parents/carers, 
family members, 
Explorers and 
adult volunteers 

Minimise the time the adult dropping off remains at the venue. 
Drop-off and pick-up places to be chosen that allow for social distancing more easily. 
Parents/carers to be briefed fully before each activity or session. Parents/carers to leave as 
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Hazard Identified? / 
Risks from it? 

Who is at 
risk? 

How are the risks already controlled? 
What extra controls are needed? 

What has changed that needs to be thought 
about and controlled? 

soon as they have dropped off/picked up their young people to avoid any unnecessary 
congestion.  
Adult volunteers to be assigned to guide traffic at beginning and end of sessions of 
activities to guide parents/carers. 

Maintaining social distance during 
meeting: higher risk of infection 
spread if social distancing not 
maintained. 

All participants Maintain the recommended maximum number of 15 people at any session or activity. 
The meetings will be outdoors only, in line with current guidance of moving from Red to 
Amber.  
Parents/carers to be fully briefed about all aspects of the session or activity, such as 
equipment needed, for example camping chairs or specific personal kit.  
Leaders to plan a programme that allows for social distancing very easily.  
Adult volunteers will remind Explorers throughout the session or activity to maintain social 
distancing. Clear boundaries, when outside, to be defined, depending on what the activity 
or game is.  

 

Hygiene of people: higher risk of 
infection spread if proper hand 
washing not carried out. 

All participants Hand sanitiser to be provided for all Explorers and adult volunteers and used at the 
beginning and end of each activity.  
All participants to bring their own hand sanitiser AND use it.  
Face coverings may be needed for certain activities – information will be given to 
parents/carers and young people prior to the session or activity. These may also be needed 
for an emergency, such as dealing with a First-Aid incident.  

 

Hygiene of toilets: higher risk of 
infection spread if hygiene not car-
ried out. 

All participants All participants to bring their own hand sanitiser AND use it. We will be using the out-
doors and normal practise will apply. 

 

Hygiene of activity equipment: 
Higher risk of infection spread if 
hygiene not carried out. 

All participants Explorers are not allowed to share personal kit between them, unless they are from family 
units. Copious use of paper to be avoided. Use of shared kit among those present to be 
avoided. Personal items to be brought from home, where necessary. Parents/carers to be 
informed about any kit needed, prior to the meeting.  
Avoid use of group’s shared kit, where possible. Where shared use of group kit is 
unavoidable, adult volunteers to clean kit. Leaving a gap of 72 hours before any group kit 
is used by another user, may also be applicable, depending on the item or items shared 
and used.  
Single-use items to be favoured, where possible. Other items may need to be cleaned prior 
and after use.  

 

Use of outdoor spaces: un-even 
ground, access to space less 
controlled, cannot be cleaned. 

All participants Appropriate measures, as indicated above, to apply.  
 

 

First-Aid incidents and other 
emergencies (behavioural) 

All participants An up-to-date list of emergency contacts to accompany all sessions and activities. 
Additional face masks and gloves to be available in all the First-Aid kits and used, where 
appropriate, for situations where social distancing cannot be maintained. Scouts should 
initially be encouraged to apply their own First Aid, where applicable.  
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Hazard Identified? / 
Risks from it? 

Who is at 
risk? 

How are the risks already controlled? 
What extra controls are needed? 

What has changed that needs to be thought 
about and controlled? 

Emergency pick-up by parents/carers to follow previous guidance. Social distancing is to 
be maintained at all times. Encourage parent/carer picking up their Explorer to avoid 
entering the session or activity directly, to maintain required adult to Explorer ratios.  
Expectations about behaviour to be outlined at the beginning of the session or activity. 
Explorers to be picked up by parents/carers urgently if the respective social distancing 
rules cannot be followed by their child.  

Using Track and Trace – dealing 
with symptoms of COVID19.  

All participants 
and their 
immediate family 
members 

Register to be kept of all participants at any session or activity. 
Consent to be sought from parents about passing on their Explorer’s personal details, if 
required in a ‘Track and Trace’ situation.  
Leaders to ensure that their personal contact details are up to date and will be passed on 
to parents/carers prior to any session or activity. Parents/carers to contact leaders if their 
Explorer develops COVID19 symptoms within 48 hours of an activity. The NHS ‘Track and 
Trace’ facililty will be deployed and a test sought. Leaders will contact all the relevant 
parents of the other Explorers who attended that particular activity.  
Should testing not be available or parents/carers do not inform the leaders of the results of 
tests, the affected Explorer or adult should not attend any activities for a period of 14 days.  
If the test is positive, respective participants will be informed and signposted to the latest 
government advice.  

 

Specific activities: being COVID19 
ready 

   

Wide games/outdoor games All participants Outdoor venues to be chosen that are have large spaces and that are well known by all the 
participants. Rules of the activity or game to be made very specific, with clearly defined 
boundaries.  
Impact of encounters with other members of the public to be considered, particularly 
regarding social distancing.  
Adapt wide games to maintain social distancing, as much as possible. Avoid games or 
activities with physical contact or unnecessary sharing of group or personal equipment.  

 

Social occasions and campfires All participants Explorers to bring their own camping chairs, where possible. Any that are loaned must be 
cleaned before and after use. 
Any large tent that may be used, where appropriate, must not have sides attached. 
Seating must be arranged appropriately to maintain social distancing. Any food that is 
cooked must either be brought from home or distributed by the leaders in a non-touch 
way. This will be agreed with the parents/carers prior to the session or activity. Food to be 
cooked while maintaining social distancing and by taking turns. Individual hand wipes to 
be used, rather than a collective bowl of water for handwashing. Wipes to be offered by a 
designated leader. 
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Hazard Identified? / 
Risks from it? 

Who is at 
risk? 

How are the risks already controlled? 
What extra controls are needed? 

What has changed that needs to be thought 
about and controlled? 

Cycling All participants Social distancing to be maintained at all times.  
Use of high-visibility tabards is essential. Explorers to be encouraged to use their own, 
where possible. If the group’s tabards are used, these must be distributed by a designated 
leader and not be taken in a ‘free-for-all’. This is to avoid any unnecessary contact by other 
Explorers, looking for the ‘right size’. All used tabards loaned to Explorers to be collected 
by a designated leader at the end of the trip to be washed, dried and sorted by size into 
the four bags, labelled with different sizes.  
Other risks to be considered in the general cycling risk assessment.  

 

Scouting skills (knife/axe skills, 
pioneering, using shelters/tents, etc) 

All participants Small-group sessions agreed with Exporers beforehand.  
Use of group equipment by individuals, which can be cleaned afterwards.  
Maintain social distancing at all times, with Explorers keeping in their designated chair or 
space.  
Use of the shorter individual pieces of rope for tying knots in a pioneering activity.  
Consider bringing equipment from home, where appropriate. This would be agreed with 
parents/carers beforehand.  

 

Hiking/Orienteering All participants Drop-off and pick-up arrangements as per previous statements, with social distancing to 
be maintained at all times. 
The use of single-sheet laminated maps instead of the group’s full, folded paper maps 
unless they are laminated. Explorers can bring their own maps but must not share with 
others, apart from family members. Use of the group compasses to be avoided as the neck 
straps are woven and not easy to be cleaned. Leaders and Explorers can use their own, as 
agreed beforehand.  
Leaders can use a group compass and demonstrate (at a safe distance); the compass must 
then be left in a safe place and remain untouched for a period of at least 72 hours.  

 

Review: This risk assessment is for a section to move from one COVID Readiness alert level to the next, an additional risk assessment should be produced for each move 
proposed.   

 


